TRIALOGUE

A conversation between Lina Bo Bardi, Pietro Maria Bardi and Giuseppe Spatrisano
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“[ T [here is no such thing as
obedience in political and
moral matters.....Hence
the question addressed to
those who participated

and obeyed orders never

should be, “Why did you
obey?” but “Why did you
support?” ... Much would
be gained if we could
eliminate this pernicious
word ‘obedience” from our
vocabulary of moral and
political thought.”™

in “Personal Responsibility under a Dictatorship”, 1964



Trialogue is an imaginary and joyful conversation between three
characters raising questions about architects’ social responsibility, culture
as a colonial tool, and sexism in architecture. The play sets in Casa
del Mutilato, a fascist building in Palermo, Sicily, while the architect,
Giuseppe Spatrisano receives the visit of the couple Lina Bo Bardi and
Pietro Maria Bardi to show the great masterpiece of his professional
career.

During fascism regime in Italy, architecture played a crucial role in
torming the identity of the country. Architecture was a political tool used
as mass propaganda to diftuse the philosophy of the regime and empower
the dictator Benito Mussolini. Whereas buildings were an important
engine for the approval and advance of Mussolini ideas, architects were
never ever questioned on their responsibility on promoting the fascist
regime. Actually, the opposite, modernism or called it fascist architecture
in Italy is a notorious acclaimed period of clean and pure form in
architecture history. The question is how to deal with this heritage in the
Italian built environment nowadays after the collapse of the fascist regime.
Can architects discuss that fascist heritage beyond the pure beauty of it
torms? Considering that heritage strongly attached to political ideology
can it preservation or re-use seek reparation from its historical past?

Reflecting on Eichmann trial, Hannah Arendt presented the concept
of the banality of the evil and posed questions where the personal
responsibility under authoritarian regimes lays. She interrogates “what
would happen to any of these forms of government if enough people
would act “irresponsibly” and refuse support?” Architects very often
explain themselves in the same way as Eichmann did, T was doing my
profession’. So what are the ethics and political ideology behind forms?
Can architects take social responsibility on their design? What if architects
would face a trial for their good but harmful design?

Trialogue collects quotes and real facts from the existing characters
articulating their positions in a trial atmosphere, which there is not one
accuser and one defendant but it is a judgment on morality in the practice
of architecture.



Trialogue is curated by the architect Tatiana Letier Pinto and is performed by

Alica Tserkovnaja as Lina Bo Bardi
Bjorn Varsjo as Pietro Maria Bardi

Antonio Tengroth as Giuseppe Spatrisano
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